Wesley S Wheeler
June 19, 1923 - December 31, 2017

Wesley Samuel Wheeler was born June 19th, 1923, on a farm north of Wauneta,
Nebraska, to Walter S. and Laura M. (Fanning) Wheeler. He attended grade school at
Rural District # 60 and went on to graduate from Wauneta High School in 1941.
Wesley married Marjorie Ellen Morse on May 20th, 1945, at Champion, Nebraska. The
couple made their home on the farm north of Wauneta where Wesley farmed and ranched
all of his life.
Wesley served as president of the Imperial Valley Holiness Association for over 36 years.
He was a member of the Hamlet Union Church, of Hamlet, Nebraska, for over 70 years.
He was very active in the church serving as a Sunday school teacher and president of the
church board. He became a member of Gideon’s International in,1952, and distributed
Bibles to hotels, hospitals in the area, as well as giving testaments to fifth and sixth
graders in school.
Wesley passed away Sunday afternoon, December 31st, 2017, at the Wauneta Care and
Therapy Center, Wauneta, Ne. Wesley was 94 years of age.
Survivors Include:
Wife: Marjorie of rural Wauneta, NE
Sons: Rod Wheeler and wife, Joy, of rural Wauneta, NE
David Wheeler and wife, Lydia, of Yukon, OK
Dennis Wheeler of Colorado Springs, CO
8 Grandchildren: Anita (Todd) Colwell, Roxey (Matt) Martin, Marty (Renee) Wheeler,
Rhonda Wheeler, Mark (Julie) Wheeler, Cynthia (Kevin) Stump, Jerome (Ann) Wheeler,
Shannon (Shawn) Parrish
26 Great-Grandchildren
Brother-In-Law: Lee (Myrth) Morse, of North Platte, NE

Sister-In-law: Gerietta Morse, of Imperial, NE
Wesley was preceded in death by his parents, Brothers: Keith (Violet) Wheeler, Francis
(Dolly) Wheeler,Dr. Carroll (Mary) Wheeler, Donald (Lillian) Wheeler, Gerald (Frieda)
Wheeler, sisters; Opal (Rev. Harold) Ripper, Velma (Vernon) Crawford, Marvel (Fred)
Miller, LaDene (Averill) Hudnall, Val Jean (Rev. Harry) Soper.

Funeral services will be held Friday morning, January 5th, 2018, 10:30 A.M. (Central
Time) at the Hamlet Union Church, Hamlet, NE with Pastor Joshua Clark officiating.
Internment will follow at the Riverside Cemetery, Wauneta, NE, starting at 1:00 P.M.
(Mountain Time) with Rev. Gary Hunt officiating.
Visitation will be held Thursday afternoon, January 4th, 2018, 3:00 P.M. - 6:00 P.M.
(Mountain Time) at the Funeral Home in Wauneta. (Wesley will not be present for
visitation on Friday)
In Lieu of flowers a memorial has been established to Gideon’s International.
On line condolences may be left at liewerfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

May the memory of Wesley inspire all of us to live lives honoring the Living God. He
was a man who fulfilled his calling - a farmer called by God. A conversation with
Wesley always left you a better person...your soul refreshed. Let your tears be tears
of joy, rejoice in a life well lived; now rewarded in His presence.
--Doug McCasland and family

Doug McCasland - January 04, 2018 at 09:57 PM

“

35 files added to the album LifeTributes

Liewer Funeral Homes - January 04, 2018 at 04:38 PM

“

Wesley was like a Grandpa to me. As a child, I used to sit on his lap at camp
meeting, after he finished directing the service. He even got chicken pox from me, if I
remember right (from sitting in his lap before we knew i had them). He had such a
way with cattle. I'll never forget going out to the pasture with him and His whistle. His
memory will be precious to me. I'll miss him but wouldn't wish him back from his
reward. Christina Hunter

Christina - January 04, 2018 at 10:57 AM

“

A Tribute
Wesley Samuel Wheeler, my uncle, but much more than that. As we remember, as
we celebrate his life, there are many good memories to ponder, for some the
memories may be few, for others, they will fill a lifetime.
I can only imagine the changes that he seen in the 94 years he lived on this earth.
Some good, some not so good.
Wesley joined the Gideons International in 1951, they would celebrate just a little
over 50 years as an organization that year. The state of Nebraska would hold it's 8th
annual State convention as well. The international outreach of the Gideons was just
beginning to build, Japan the first country in the Orient and South Africa the first
country in Africa had just been established the year before. In 1951 the world wide
scripture distributions to date would go over 20,000,000 copies. Mexico the first
country in Latin America and Haiti the first country in the Caribbean would be added

in 1952. To date the worldwide distribution of scriptures has surpassed
2,000,000,000, yes that is two billion.
Wesley was one of the Gideons that came to our school in the late 60's when I
received my first Gideon placed New Testament, something that has become difficult
to do in todays society . For a time he taught the Sunday School class I was in. In
1989 Wesley invited me to become a member of The Gideons International.
Some might wonder why someone would be committed to giving out God's word for
66 years, the longest standing member in the state of Nebraska at his passing. I
believe it was because he personally knew the difference that God's Word could
make in one's life, both in his own and that of others. Many times he would share
how he shared one of the little New Testaments with a truck driver or someone else
that would come to the farm or who he would cross paths with. Quite often when you
would ask how he was doing, he would comment that "the Lord has been good to
me", I don't remember him ever of not being thankful for what God had done in his
life and the blessings he had received, even when things weren't going so well.
The impact that Wesley had on my life and his family and those he had contact with
is difficult to measure, but it was great and will not end simply because he is no
longer physically with us, but will continue to touch others through those he touched
while here.
God's Word, the Bible, clearly points out the love that God has for each of us. Some
may say that they do not believe the Bible or only parts of it. But when you look
closely at it, the evidence of it being true is overwhelming. Can I prove the Bible is
true, no, but it cannot be disproved either and the evidence it contains aligns well
with what His creation and history tells us. God's love for us, through the redemption
offered to each of us through the blood of His Son Jesus, is amazing. As amazing as
that love is, it doesn't stop at that, God is also a just and holy God, thus He cannot
tolerate sin, as He is without sin. So even though Jesus' sacrifice for us paid the
penalty for our sins, we must act upon it. Romans 10:13 tells us " For everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved". When we receive that gift of eternal life
that Jesus Christ paid for when he went to the cross, God's promise to us is that we
will be saved from the penalty of our sins, which is spiritual death.
That is why Wesley continued to hand out God's Word and to share what the Lord
had done in his live, to share that amazing story of God's redemption to those around
him and around the world through the scriptures distributed through The Gideons
International and those he supported.
I am confident that when he came into the presence of the Lord, he heard Him say
"well done though good and faithful servant"
Terry Lytle - January 03, 2018 at 11:06 PM

