Rev. Sheila Taylor
March 15, 1954 - May 10, 2016

Sheila Gay Connell Taylor, age 62, was born on March 15, 1954 in Lincoln, Nebraska. She
died in Omaha, Nebraska on May 10, 2016. Sheila’s family surrounded her when she
went to be with the loved ones that had gone before her.
Sheila was the middle child of Richard and Bonnie (Barnett) Krueger. She attended
country school at District 15 through the fifth grade. She then attended Norris
Consolidated Schools until she graduated in May of 1972. After graduation, Sheila worked
at Norden Laboratories in Lincoln, Nebraska for one year. To further her education, Sheila
attended the University Of Nebraska School Of Technical Agriculture in Curtis, Nebraska.
She received her Associates of Science degree in Veterinary Technology. Sheila worked
for the Curtis Care Center as a nurse’s aide while she went to school. Then she was hired
at the Beatrice Veterinary Hospital and worked at their facilities for one year.
In 1975, Sheila moved to Norfolk where she trained and worked as a nurse’s aide at Our
Lady of Lourdes Hospital and Care Center. On March 20, 1976, Sheila married Kevin
Connell. Their daughter, Jamie Anne was born on December 2, 1976.
After recovering from a 14 month illness, Sheila was trained by the Nebraska
Rehabilitation at Southeast Community College in Lincoln, Nebraska. At the end of her
training, Sheila received an Associate of Science degree with high honors in Business
Administration and Accounting.
In 1985, Sheila married Greg Taylor. To this union, Sarah Elise was born on May 19, 1987.
During this time, Sheila was able to stay home and be active in the Bushnell United
Methodist Church.
In 1999, she was called into the ministry. Sheila’s first appointment as interim pastor was
with the Elsie-Madrid United Methodist Parish. After four months, she was appointed as
the licensed local pastor for the Mitchell-Hull United Methodist Parish. Sheila and her
family were blessed to serve the parish and community for 11 years. In 2011, Sheila was

reappointed to the Ponca-Allen Methodist Parish. In 2013, Sheila and her husband Greg,
moved to Stratton where she was appointed as the Benkelman-Max-Stratton (BMS)
United Methodist Parish licensed local pastor. Seventeen years later, Sheila retired from
the ministry to be with her family as a wife and mother. During retirement, Sheila was
shown different ways to serve the community and God.
She is preceded in death by her parents, Richard Krueger and Kenneth and Shirley Taylor
and her son Jonathon Richard.
Survivors include her husband, Gregory of Stratton, NE; daughter, Jamie Connell of
Kearney, NE; daughter, Sarah Taylor of Kansas City, MO; mother, Bonnie Krueger of
Roca, NE; older-brother, Terry Krueger and wife, Shari of Lincoln, NE; younger-sister,
Dawn Hatterman and Husband, Phil of Kansas City, MO; brother and sister-in-law, Kenton
and Nancy Taylor of Colby, Kansas; and many nieces and nephews.
Memorial Services will be held Saturday, May 28th, 2016, 11:00 A.M. (Mountain Time) at
the United Methodist Church of Benkelman, with Pastor Richard Savage and Rev. Alisa
Parde officiating. A private family inurnment will occur at a later date.
In Lieu of flowers, memorials have been established to Camp Norwesca, or the Brain
Research Foundation / 111 W. Washington Street, #1710, Chicago, Ill. 60602
On line condolences may be left at liewerfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

Greg, I was at my Moms in June for a family reunion and I was visiting with my aunt
from Elsie, NE and I just happened to start visiting with her about Sheila and then
she told e she had passed away. She sent me her obituary and just want you to
know that Ed and I are thinking of you and sending our deepest sympathy. We will
always remember the time you and Sheila came up to see us and we walked the
bridge at Yankton. We are so sorry for your loss as she was a great person. We have
to trust God knows what he is doing and know Shelia is in his loving arms. May God
give you comfort during your time of feeling the loss of Sheila and know that we are
praying for you and your family. you are in our thoughts.
Ed & Arlene Steffen

Arlene Steffen - July 17, 2016 at 07:17 PM

“

Marty and I were blessed to know Sheila first as a student at Norris High School
where I taught vocational agriculture. Later, we reconnected during her time at
UNSTA, and were so appreciative of her comforting words following the death of our
youngest child, Jamey, to cancer. As so often happens, time, distance, and lifechanges end up in people losing track of one another. It was this morning through
reading of a United Methodist Church publication that Marty saw Sheila had died.
May memories of your kind, loving, caring and fun pastor, daughter, mother, wife, and
friend bring smiles. Blessings to all of you.
-Larry and Marty Viterna, Louisburg, KS

Larry and Marty Viterna - July 17, 2016 at 12:34 PM

“

Dear family of Rev. Sheila Taylor,
Rev. Taylor did the funeral service for my mother in August of 2002. I had never met
her, but she was a friend the moment we met. She was so concerned and caring. I
was so honored to have her in our lives. I will always remember her kindness, and
will deeply miss her. My sincere sympathy and prayers to you and you family. God
bless and keep you all.
Mrs. Robert Schwieger, former Lincoln, NE.

mrs. robt. schwieger - July 08, 2016 at 01:54 PM

“

110 files added to the album LifeTributes

Liewer Funeral Homes - May 26, 2016 at 06:57 PM

“

I went to college with Sheila in the Veterinary Technology program at the University
of Nebraska School of Technical Agriculture (UNSTA) before it was the current
Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture (NCTA). Sheila was always so upbeat and
full of energy. She was a good leader in our class. As I'm sure she was a wonderful
minister of our Lord.
Ron, my husband , also graduated from UNSTA so of course we also remember
Greg.
Greg and family, we send our condolences and pray for God to comfort you and lead
you through your loss.
Ron and Doris (Josten) Friehe

Doris Friehe - May 24, 2016 at 11:46 AM

“

We so appreciate all the leadership skills your mom gave to the church. You have our
deepest sympathy
Ann B Sherer-Simpson, Retired bishop

Ann B Sherer - May 24, 2016 at 09:47 AM

“

So sorry for your loss of Mom,Wife and Pastor.My Deepest Sympathy is with all of
you.She will be deeply missed.Take care and Hugs to you all.Dave/Teresa Thomas
John Daniel and William

Dave thomas - May 20, 2016 at 12:10 AM

“

Sheila & Greg were dear friends when she served the Ponca/Allen churches. I was
inspired by her tenacity when faced with challenges- of which she had many in her
life. I also admired the love and respect for their marriage. Sara was also my sweet
young friend, and my heart is heavy for her and Jamie at this time. People and
critters were always welcome in their home! May God comfort Greg and the girls-

and Sheila's extended family. Love, Jeanie and Bob Brewer
Jean Brewer - May 19, 2016 at 07:16 PM

“

As one of her colleagues, she and I really got to know each other in the middle of the
night at an Elkhorn Valley youth lock-in at Wayne! I always appreciated Sheila's
gentle presence and thoughtful words. May GOD's comfort and peace surround you
all in these moments of grief & sorrow. Grace & Peace, Rev. Cindi Stewart,
Columbus First UMC

Cindi Stewart - May 16, 2016 at 02:36 PM

