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November 1, 1918 - July 21, 2016

Dr. Kenneth C. Stout
Kenneth C. Stout was born November 1, 1918, near Hollinger, in Furnas County,
Nebraska to Joseph Z. and Mable (Fritzer) Stout, and moved with his family to Oxford,
Nebraska in 1921. He attended school in Oxford and graduated from Oxford High School
in 1937.
After high school, Kenneth worked two years in the community in order to finance his
college education. He worked two jobs, receiving eight cents an hour as a drug store clerk
and twenty-five cents an hour operating the movie projector at the local theater.
His pursuit of a medical degree was detoured by military service. On April 17, 1942, he
was drafted into the U. S. Army Air Corp and worked in the weather service, stationed in
Alaska during WWII. He was discharged on January 19, 1946, and began classes at the
University of Nebraska three days later.
Supported by the GI Bill and his personal savings, Kenneth enrolled year-round at the
University and received both his Bachelor’s and Medical degrees in 1952. He served his
internship in Nashville, Tennessee and did a one year surgical rotation in Winston-Salem,
North Carolina. Kenneth returned to Nebraska where he began a six-month medical
practice in Syracuse before moving to Benkelman on January 18, 1955, working with Dr.
Moorhouse.
In September of 1962, Dr. Stout stared his own clinic that quickly grew into a thriving
practice. He was a man of science, a man of medicine, and a physician who was always
available, day or night, to care for the people in his community.
In addition to being a dedicated physician, Dr. Stout was a philanthropist and provided
funding to numerous causes, including funding for the renovation and furnishing of the
Kenneth C. Stout Assisted Living Center-part of the Hester Memorial Home- in

Benkelman, Nebraska, and generous donations of four million dollars to the University of
Nebraska, Lincoln, as well as a million dollar donation to Nebraska Public Television.
When Dr. Stout had time to relax, reading was one of his hobbies. He read four
newspapers daily and numerous medical journals, to keep up on the latest medicine and
techniques. Other hobbies were photography, weather, and building a large beautiful
home in his sixties. He was a member of the Justice Masonic Lodge #180 AF and AM of
Benkelman along with the American Legion Post # 65.
Many doctors have come and gone over the years, but Dr. Stout was always available. He
cared deeply about his community and his patients. His devotion as a health care provider
touched and healed countless people throughout the area. He retired in February of 2005
after more than 53 years of service to patients in Benkelman and the surrounding area.
Dr. Stout passed away Thursday afternoon, July 21, 2016, at the Dundy County Hospital,
after a long battle with pancreatitis. He was 97 years of age.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Joseph and Mable Stout, Sisters; Maxine
Wrightmire, Donna Stout, and Shirley Pond, Brothers; Dean and Lloyd Stout, and an infant
sister, Pauline who died of Whooping cough at an early age.
Survivors Include:
Brother Darrell Stout of Beaumont, CA
A host of nieces, nephews and other relatives and friends
Dr. Stout’s “Girl Friday” and care giver for many years; Joan (Kempter) Barker Vonz
Special longtime friend: Burr Haines and wife, Donna, of Benkelman, NE
Funeral Services will be held Tuesday morning, July 26th, 2016, 10:30 A.M. (Mountain
Time) at the Zion Lutheran Church of Benkelman, with Pastor Marcine Farmer PMA and
Rev. Doug Hjelmstad officiating.
Interment will follow Wednesday Morning, July 27th, 2016, 10:30 A.M. (Central Time) at
the Oxford Cemetery, Oxford, Nebraska
Visitation will be held Monday afternoon, July 25, 2016, 2:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M. (Mountain
Time) at the Zion Lutheran Church of Benkelman.

Memorials have been established to the Dundy County Hospital, Dundy County Historical
Society, the Zorn Theater, or the church of Donor’s choice.
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Comments

“

Equilla Loper McKibbon lit a candle in memory of Dr. Kenneth C Stout

Equilla Loper McKibbon - July 30, 2016 at 06:39 PM

“

Dr Stout was a very kind doctor. I took my son in for stitches, on his face. My son
was bleeding alot. By the time he had finished with my son, the room was spinning
and spinning. I became very hot and lightheaded and......yes, you guess it! I passed
out. I can remember him standing over me and stating, "It is not always about
treating the ones that are hurt." He helped me up and said, "Take him home and get
some rest." Then he took my hand and said, "You will be, alright!"

Beverly Howland - July 24, 2016 at 05:32 AM

“

I remember Dr. Stout telling me that he had never seen a case of the chiggers as bad
as mine were when being checked over in his small hometown office. I couldn't
believe the $10.00 charge for the call...most doctor's office visit would have been $60
to $70 at that time (late 1990), yes he was truly a great man in his time and will be
missed by this community.
Mary Bruun, Chatham, Illinois

Mary Bruun - July 23, 2016 at 07:25 PM

“

Dr Stout was our family doctor for a lot of years -- he and Joan were family. Sorry
that we will never hear him say "forever more" again. My sympathy to his family and
friends.

Darlene Sawyer Lauer - July 23, 2016 at 06:02 PM

“

My uncle Dr.Kenneth Stout was a very generous person and a great uncle. I will not
be going to Nebraska to visit him.
He was loved by all.
Laura Rightmire Kemper

Laura Kemper - July 23, 2016 at 02:45 PM

“

What a wonderful human being and physician! He (and Joan) made life a lot easier
for a kid with a chronic disease...his heart was huge. His doctoring skills were
exceptional. He helped keep my Dad alive for years with Addison's disease always
understanding that incredible balance necessary. I have not seen him in 15 years but
will always cherish his memory. Lyle Brian Fisher

Lyle Brian Fisher - July 23, 2016 at 12:46 PM

