Kenneth "Dudes" McDonald
November 19, 1944 - September 6, 2017

Kenneth George “Dudes” McDonald was born to Willard and Elma (Harder) McDonald on
November 19, 1944 in Benkelman, Nebraska. He graduated from Benkelman High School
with the class of 1963. Dudes was a lifelong resident of Benkelman and during his time
worked for a number of businesses, including: Robertson’s Chevrolet, Ochsner Pontiac,
Valley Farm Industries, Owen’s Chevrolet and Jerry Fries Farms. He was a self-taught
handyman and mechanic and was not afraid to work hard and get dirty. In 1995 Dudes
began working for the Dundy County School System as a custodian. He worked at the
school for 15 years retiring in 2010. He spent his retirement years assisting the county in
mowing ditches.
Dudes was a member of the Benkelman Volunteer Fire Department, the Jaycees and the
McCook Elks. He loved to watch racing and any sport that he could find on T.V. His
greatest passion was attending local youth sports. Dudes took great pride in the young
Dundy County Tiger athletes and rarely missed a sporting event. There will always be an
empty seat and a cheer missing from these activities now that Dudes is gone.
Dudes McDonald passed away Wednesday, September 6, 2017 in Rural Dundy County.
He was 72 years of age.
He was preceded in death by his parents and a nephew, Eric McDonald.
Survivors include:
Brother, Bill McDonald and wife, Becky of WaKeeney, KS
Brother, Gary McDonald and wife, Lisa of Hastings, NE
Brother, Dick McDonald and wife, Julie of Oxford, NE
Sister, Gwenn Schleeman of Hastings, NE
Sister, Mary Schneider of Brule, NE
Nieces and nephews: Willard McDonald, Sara McDonald, Ron McDonald, Rodney (Valley)
McDonald, Richard (Emily) McDonald, Brent (Kristy) Schleeman and 6 grand nieces and
nephews.

Funeral services will be 1:30 P.M. (MT), Monday afternoon, September 11, 2017 at the
Dundy County-Stratton High School in Benkelman with Pastor Rod Heilbrun officiating.
Interment will follow in the Benkelman Cemetery.
Visitation will be Sunday afternoon, September 10, 2017 from 5:00-7:00 P.M. (MT) at the
Benkelman Fire Hall.
A Memorial has been established to the Benkelman Volunteer Fire Department to be used
for the purchase of equipment.
Online condolences may be left at liewerfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

Dudes was a true Patriot and a beacon of what it means to be part of a community!
Whether he was supporting a sports team in the stands, helping feed the masses,
paying tribute to a fallen classmate, or working at his chosen vocation, you could
always count on Dudes to be loyal and true! It gave him great joy to spend time being
part of the success of our youth. This was especially evident when I saw him at the
high school electric car races. He was there to count laps, give the boys advice, and
figuring out how to get bicycle tires to help improve their times. I'm sure he would
have accomplished that given time! Dudes always did his best to support the things
he believed in! It has been both a privilege and an honor to know him! He will
definitely be missed!

Dawn Evans - September 11, 2017 at 01:14 PM

“

Fond cousin memories with Kenny and his brothers and sisters. My parents and I
always enjoyed time spent with the McDonald family over the years. Our deepest
sympathy from Gale & Shirley Harder (Bella Vista, AR).

Gale Harder - September 10, 2017 at 11:27 PM

“

KENNY "DUDES" MCDONALD WAS DEFINITELY A BENKELMAN / DUNDY
COUNTY ORIGINAL! KENNY WAS ALWAYS FUN TO STRIKE UP A
CONVERSATION WITH! SOUTHWEST NEBRASKA IS GONNA MISS "DUDES"!
KENNY MADE ALOT OF FRIENDS AROUND THIS AREA! KENNY WAS A
WONDERFUL MAN, A GOOD "DUDE", & SOMEONE YOU WON'T FORGET! I AM
VERY THANKFUL FOR MY FRIENDSHIP & MEMORIES I HAVE OF "DUDES"!
THANKS KENNY ... YOU WERE ONE OF THE SPECIAL PEOPLE THAT MAKE
THIS AREA A GREAT PLACE TO CALL HOME!!
BRIAN HARCHELROAD

BRIAN HARCHELROAD - September 10, 2017 at 09:46 PM

“

Dudes was the character that we grew up with and learned to appreciate his sense of
humor and personal caring and sharing with all around him. Dudes will alway be the
icon of Benkelman that we all looked up to.

Randy Raile - September 10, 2017 at 09:39 PM

“

HAD HIM IN EMT CLASSES. GREAT GUY.

MARV. COLSON - September 09, 2017 at 05:51 PM

“

What an awesome person Kenny was - He always had a smile for everyone and he
supported the town and community to the fullest - He definitely will be missed - feel
blessed to have known him. RIP Kenny - you were an awesome "DUDES".

Marilyn Johnson Roth - September 09, 2017 at 07:59 AM

“

"Dudes" always welcomed me with a smile 17 years ago at DCS highschool. He
usually found a reason to razz me about something and make me laugh. He
emulated kindness and fun wherever he went. I remember him giving me and my
boyfriend, now husband, heck for skipping school and telling us, "you two are going
the wrong way. Class is that way!" and then he would smile and wink at us as we
snuck off campus! I think he knew we were going to be married anyway so he let
us slide. But we still had the greatest repect for him. He never passed me by without
saying hello. As we grew up and had children, he took the time to stop and chat.
Learned their names and always told them stories of their onrey parents. I felt like he
was our friend and I am very blessed to have had the privilege of knowing him and
being graced with his generous smile and attention. He truly loved this town and the
people in it.

Jodi Schneider - September 07, 2017 at 11:44 PM

“

I have known Dudes all my life. He worked for my dad and brother Jerry! Dubes was
a worker and boy he worked long hours. Bob Neville and he ate onion sandwiches
one summer! He loved going and watching any sporting events! I could always count
on him when I needed someone to eat my cooking! I shall him and his philosophy on
most everything!

Lori J Rettele - September 07, 2017 at 10:48 PM

“

Growing up, Dudes was a part of our family. He was there for our events whether it
be a wedding, family reunion or Husker game...and if it included a feast, he was the
head chef. Regardless of the situation, Dudes always made time for anyone that
wanted to talk to him. He was a great guy in every sense of the word. Over the years
Benkelman has lost a lot of the good ones and Dudes was definitely one of the good
ones. I'll miss running into him at Time Saver when I'm back home and talking racing

and Husker football. And I'll definitely miss his genuine laugh and smile that came
with every conversion. RIP buddy...we'll catch up down the road.
Nick Mullanix - September 07, 2017 at 10:09 PM

“

I have a lot of memories because he use to go to football games and track when my
Son Kurt was in school. But I remember one football game that it rained the whole
game. And I always let Dudes set in the front with Larry in our big van. As we are
walking back to the van after the game he said get your A-- up front. I turned and
said why? He said because I am going to the back and take my clothes off so I can
get dry. We laughed about that often. The other memory was him bringing fried
chicken to the track meets when he rode with us. We loved his fried chicken. Alene
Stute

Arlene Stute - September 07, 2017 at 09:56 PM

“

He was my kind of man, you might want to think before you ask him a question
cause you may not like the answer, if the world was all like him everyone would know
where the stood with each other!! Talked to him just the night before he left us,
always enjoyed visiting with him ( sports of course) I'll never forget you DUDES RIP!!

justin haislip - September 07, 2017 at 08:17 PM

“

Dudes was truly a "Benkelman Original" something I'm sure he was very proud of. A
true friend to young and old alike. I can't remember a time when he wasn't the
communities Official Hog Roast and German Potato salad expert.
High school sports programs were always his passion. I have many fond memories
of Kenny serving on the fire department, working the chains on the sidelines of the
home football games, and stoking the fire at the Jaycee's fair barbecue pit.
Benkelman lost one of it's best and has suffered a loss that will surely be felt for
many years to come. Gods Speed Dudes ................

ROBERT BELLAMY - September 07, 2017 at 08:08 PM

