John H. McDonald
December 9, 1941 - September 8, 2018

John H. McDonald, 76; died September. 8, 2018, at Dundy County Hospital in Benkelman,
Nebraska.
John was born December 9, 1941, to Lyle and Flora (Lenhart) McDonald in Benkelman,
NE. While growing up in Dundy County, John graduated from Benkelman High School in
1960. John graduated from Chadron State College, in Chadron, NE in 1965 with a
Bachelor of Science degree. During the same year, he married Margaret M. McChesney,
on June 17, 1965 in Alliance, NE. The couple lived in Lovell, Wyoming and St. Francis,
Kansas, before moving to Benkelman, NE to spend the rest of their lives together.
While employed as a Teacher of English and Speech for 37 years, John received his
Master’s degree in Education from Kearney State College in Kearney, NE, in 1987.
His love and passion for teaching impacted generations of students from the
Benkelman/Dundy County Schools. His teaching approach, firm with humor, elicited many
fond stories! His teaching methods included incorporating speech classes and vocabulary
tests into Speech teams, Mock trials, and One Act Plays to inspire students to “think” and
voice their own opinions.
As an educator, he was a member of the Benkelman Education Association, NSEA, and
NEA. He was a respected colleague, who often mentored new teachers.
During his teaching tenure, and after, John enjoyed cultivating his childhood farm:
“McDonald Farms”. He explored all that one’s own land had to offer: Breeding pigs, cattle
operations, as well as small scale farming with various crops. Working & overseeing the
farm operations was a true-life joy for John. He thrived in nature, with the animals and the
land, evident by his pursuit of expanding his land ownership. He also held closely the
relationships this endeavor fostered.
Being civic minded, John also contributed to the community. He was past President of the
Dundy County Hospital Board. In addition, he served on the City Council, including
responsibilities as Mayor.
Regarding hobbies, John had many. His first and foremost love was football. John enjoyed
many years watching his beloved team, the Nebraska Cornhuskers. In addition, one of his
main hobbies in retirement was collecting toy tractors and semi-trucks. Margaret and John
spent many enjoyable days going to toy farm sales, semi-truck sales and displays.

John was preceded in death by his parents, Lyle and Flora(Lenhart) McDonald, and sister
Sandra Antholz of McDonald KS.
He is survived by his wife of 53 years, Margaret; son Shawn and wife Myrth of
Silverthorne, CO, daughter Dana McDonald and husband Dylan Beffel of Ham Lake
Minnesota; six grand-children, Isabella McDonald, Aurora Beffel, Marketta Beffel, John
McDonald, Jay McDonald, and Lyle McDonald. Also surviving are his brother Bob
McDonald (Janet) McDonald of Fort Collins, CO and brother-in-law, C.W. Antholz of
McDonald, KS.; brother and sisters-in-law, Bob(Julie) McChesney of North Platte, NE and
Mary (George) Toline of Wahoo, NE.
Mass of the Christian Burial will be held Thursday, September 27, 2018, 10:00am. Rev.
Matthew Eickhoff will be officiating at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Benkelman, NE.
Inurnment will follow at the Benkelman Cemetery.
No visitation, cremation was chosen.
Memorials have been suggested to Dundy County Hospital Foundation in lieu of flowers.
P.O. Box 85
Benkelman, NE 69021
(That Man Is a Success)
Who has lived well,
laughed often and loved much;
who has gained the respect
of intelligent women and men
and the love of children;
who never lacks appreciation
of the earth’s beauty or fails to express it;
who follows his dreams and pursues excellence
in each task;
and who brings out the best in others,
and gives only the best of himself.
(Author Unknown)
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Comments

“

To Mr. McDonald's family, please accept my sincere sympathies. I will always
remember Mr. McDonald with appreciation and a smile. He gave me my introduction
to the theater and drama among other things, and more importantly he believed in
me and helped me believe in me. May you rise in glory sir, and know this former
student holds you in high esteem and will be forever grateful. Blessings, Judy
(Johnson) Graves

Judy Graves - September 13, 2018 at 05:03 PM

“

Mr. McDonald was my all-time favorite teacher and had a large influence on my
career choice and future direction. He was tough, but encouraging and always had
his students' best interests at heart. With sympathy. - Jill (Bellamy) Reeves

Jill Reeves - September 11, 2018 at 02:22 PM

“

As John’s niece, I remember John as being so strong and courageous always
staying positive. He was always willing to help out friends and family even when not
asked. When John became ill I had so many past students of John come up to me
and tell me that he was their favorite teacher and he had changed their life for the
better. That even through their sad decisions John still believed in them and this
helped them find better paths in life. I most remember John when he would visit us of
his great passion for Husker football and it was always best to join in his excitement
of watching the game and best not to cause distraction:). I will greatly miss you John.
My deep hearted thoughts and prayers go out to my Aunt Margaret, and cousins
Shawn and Dana during this most difficult time. May God help you find peace and
comfort that John is now pain free and with Him for eternity in health and beauty. I
pray through the years that gradually more smiles then tears will come when
remembering your Husband and Father.
Our Deepest Sympathy,
Brenda Bussard and Nick, Shelby, Logan and Ashley

Brenda Bussard - September 10, 2018 at 03:48 PM

