Jack Maddux
May 7, 1932 - November 24, 2019

Wilfred Jackson “Jack” Maddux was born on May 7, 1932 to Glen and Eva (Fanning)
Maddux in Imperial, NE and departed this life at his home in Wauneta, NE on November
24, 2019. He was 87 years of age. Jack graduated from Wauneta Public School in 1949
and from Colorado State University in 1953. He served a tour of duty as an Air Force
Instructor Pilot.
Jack returned home to the family operation and became the third generation on the
Maddux Ranch, homesteaded in 1886. Due to the untimely death of his father he became
general manager of Maddux Cattle Co. in 1958. That same year on December 30th he
married Carol Smith and to this union three children were born: John Glen, Sandra Louise,
and Mary Ann. Jack was totally devoted to his family and the ranch. He held a deep
appreciation to all who worked with him through the years and he often said the most
important thing we do in life is raise our family.
Jack was a member of the United Methodist Church, mayor of Wauneta and a 4-H and
Boy Scout leader. He took special pride in the number of boys in the troop who earned the
rank of Eagle Scout.
Jack’s continuous search for improving the cattle and the land eventually led him to serve
as President of the Nebraska Stock Growers Assoc. and the Nebraska Section for Range
Management. He became involved with the University of Nebraska Institute of Agriculture
and Natural Resources serving on numerous boards and support groups through the
years. He also served as chairman of the University of Nebraska Foundation. Jack was
named to several boards with the National Cattleman Beef Assoc. and held several
leadership roles with Cattle-Fax from its inception. His concern about water and natural
resource policy issues led to his involvement in the formulation of Nebraska’s groundwater
management legislation.
Jack’s devotion to agricultural issues and the state in general led to his receiving many
plaques and recognitions but he always maintained his reward was having the opportunity

to know so many wonderful people. He had a genuine concern for each individual he met
from school, up until the last days of his life.
Jack was preceded in death by his parents, brother Eugene Maddux, sister in law Loree
Maddux, sister-in-law Sylvia Burke and brother-in-law Edward Burke. Left to mourn his
passing are his wife, of over 60 years, Carol, son John (Julia) Maddux of Imperial, NE,
and daughters Sandra Maddux of West Linn, OR and Mary (Matt) Smith of Walnut Creek,
CA. Grandchildren, Gabriel (Laura) Smith of East Haddam,, CT, Virgil Smith of Stanford,
CA, Jacob Smith of San Diego, CA, Jackson Smith and Eva Smith of Walnut Creek, CA,
Luke Conklin and Rebecca Conklin of West Linn, OR, Taylor Maddux and Thomas
Maddux of Imperial, NE. Great Grandchildren, James, Madeleine and John Alexander
Smith of East Haddam, CT.
Funeral services for Jack were held on November 30, 2019, in the Wauneta United
Methodist Church with Pastor Elias Mukindia officiating. Burial was held in Riverside
Cemetery with full Military Honors.
A reception will follow services at the Wauneta Community Building (Legion Hall). Friends
and family are encouraged to attend and share a time of fellowship with the Maddux
family.
Memorials are suggested to the Maddux Family for future designation or charity of your
choice.
Online condolences may be left at liewerfuneralhome.com.
Liewer Funeral Home of Wauneta was entrusted with arrangements.
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Comments

“

John'
I guess I have been living under a rock to not be aware of your Dad's death. I am
sorry to see such a brilliant mind and hard working rancher pass on, but I know he
left you with a sound foundation to carry on. I still remember having lunch with you,
your mother, Jack and Don Adams at your home. A great time. I am glad that he
pulled you back home from New York to add an important new view of the financial
end of the cow-calf business. I hope things are going well and I appreciate the
support you both provided to the University's research.
Dick Clark

Dick Clark - January 29 at 05:18 PM

“

Jack will be long remembered as an iconic statesman of the beef industry. He had a
comfortable and friendly way about him that spoke of competence; wizened
judgement and dedication to his industry. His opinions were sought by many in
leadership positions.
Personally, I always felt lucky to have his support and confidence dating from my
tome as a young market analyst at Cattle Fax while he served on the board. That
mentor-ship lasted my entire 40 year career. It meant so much and was so
encouraging to have his confidence.
Jack was one of those men that many of us wished we could be more like. He was a
giant among peers.

Dee Likes - December 21, 2019 at 05:10 PM

“

198 files added to the album LifeTributes

Liewer Funeral Homes - November 29, 2019 at 02:32 PM

“

Jack Maddux -- they threw the mold away after he was born, didn't they? We, the
family of Pat and Norma McGinley, always have a chuckle or two when we get
together and remember something Jack said or did. Lots of humor and lots of good
advice. I enjoyed seeing him at Colorado State Univ. events during the National
Western Stock Show (CSU is my alma mater too). Jack was very loyal to several

universities. He truly understood the value of education and academic research. He
always had a smile on his face.
Sue McGinley, Denver
Sue Mcginley - November 28, 2019 at 02:33 PM

“

Jack was an honorable man. I remember going with my dad when he would haul
corn to the feedlot almost every trip we would see Jack. Always greeted us with a
huge smile and big wave. Later I got to know him more when I would go with my
mother to their class reunions in Wauneta. Hugs and prayers to the family during this
difficult time.

Leanna Maucher - November 27, 2019 at 05:56 PM

“

I am going to miss all of the insights Jack was so willing to pass on. Always enjoyed
running into him. May God give all of you comfort.

Minnie Petsch - November 27, 2019 at 10:56 AM

“

Dear Carol and family of Jack, I'm Brittanie Nolan, Dennis Lucas's granddaughter. He
used to work for you guys, and I just wanted to say I am deeply sorry for your
families loss. Jack was a very sweet, caring man, and it's heartbreaking to hear of his
passing. My mother and I will be attending his funeral and plan to see you all. Our
family has always enjoyed yours and we consider you part of our own family also.
Sending prayers.

Brittanie N. - November 27, 2019 at 12:25 AM

“

I seen Jack about every night as a kid coming home from the ranch. Jack always had
a smile and a great attitude. May God wrap his loving arms around the family in
these hard times. Till we meet again Jack.

Bert Maxfield - November 26, 2019 at 11:45 PM

“

Jack and Carol traveled to Washington DC with a small group of beef industry
representatives several times over the years I was at Cornell University to help us,
working in the National Beef Cattle Evaluation Consortium. secure federal funding for
beef genetics research. What I treasure most about those trips are the memories of
the evening dinners and spirited discussions that always came when industry giants
like Jack and colleagues of his ilk gathered for this event. My condolences to Carol,
John and the rest of the family.
John Pollak

John Pollak - November 26, 2019 at 08:30 PM

“

Prayers to the family. In the short time I taught at Wauneta, I sincerely enjoyed the
conversations I had with Jack. My thoughts are with you all. Deb England (Hays)

Deb England - November 26, 2019 at 05:17 PM

“

My condolences...the fun memories I have with the 1:00 cardiac rehab group

Jill - November 26, 2019 at 03:58 PM

“

Jack was one of a kind and we always enjoyed his visits at the eye clinic. Our hearts
are with you in this difficult time.

Jennifer Manley - November 26, 2019 at 03:30 PM

“

My condolences to the entire family. Jack was always very welcoming. I enjoyed our
conversations in the barber shop.

Ty Vetter - November 26, 2019 at 12:29 PM

