Elsie Alvina Newman
October 30, 1924 - August 19, 2016

Elsie Alvina Newman was born to Walter Henry and Emma Marie (Grienke) Lange on
October 30, 1924 in Imperial, Chase County, Nebraska. She was the fifth child of seven in
a family that moved to Chase County in 1918.
Elsie was baptized at Zion Lutheran Church in Imperial and remained a member through
confirmation and throughout her life. She attended grade school in Imperial and graduated
from Chase County High School in 1943. Elsie went on to further her education by
graduating from the National Business Institute in Lincoln, Nebraska.
After school, Elsie was employed by the War Manpower Commission in Hastings,
Nebraska for 6 years. She returned to Imperial in 1951 and worked at the Chase County
ASCS Office in Imperial for 24 years until her retirement in 1975.
Elsie was married to John W. Newman on August 16, 1958 at Zion Lutheran Church in
Imperial. John had three children: Nicholas, Teresa and Stephen. She loved her
community and its people. This was noted by boards she served on: namely, Adams Bank
& Trust, Imperial Grade School Foundation, Upper Republican Natural Resource District
and the Imperial Community Foundation. She held several offices in Zion Lutheran Church
organizations through the years. In addition to her service to community and church, Elsie
also loved to travel and play Bridge.
Elsie passed away Friday afternoon, August 19, 2016 at the Imperial Manor Nursing
Home. She was 91 years of age.
Preceding her in death are her parents, husband, stepchildren, Nicholas and Stephen,
brothers and sisters: Arno Lange, Lousetta (Lange) Cook, Luther W. Lange, Lottie (Lange)
Gengenbach, Kermit Lange and Rolland “Ron” G. Lange.
Survivors include:
Step-Grandchildren: Brook (Newman) Kopecky of Hastings, NE, Nicholas Newman, of

Hastings, Ne, Mathew Newman, of Laramie, WY, Spencer Newman of Longmont, CO.
Niece -In-Laws: Judith Lange of Rio Rancho, N.M., Barbara Lange of Los Alamos, N.M.
Nieces and Nephews: Douglas Lange of New Ulm, MN; Teresa Ewert of Ixonia, WS., and
Marsha Villhauer of Mesa AZ. Great-Nieces and Nephews: Casey Lange, Kellie lange,
Kyle Lange, Dylan lange
Step-Daughter: Terri Newman of Imperial, NE

Funeral Services will be Monday morning, August 29, 2016, 10:30 A.M. (MDT) at the Zion
Lutheran Church of Imperial with Pastor David Kahle officiating. Interment will follow at
Mount Hope Cemetery in Imperial, Nebraska.
Visitation will be Sunday afternoon, August 28, 2016 from 2:00-6:00 P.M. (MDT) at the
funeral home in Imperial.
Memorials have been established to the Zion Lutheran Church of Imperial, the Imperial
Senior Center and the Imperial Community Foundation.
Online condolences can be left at liewerfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

I remember Elsie as a loving Aunt who showed me many kindnesses over the years.
She was a wonderful hostess who loved to cook, to set a beautiful table and to
entertain family and friends. She had a quick wit and a sharp mind, and could
engage in stimulating conversations. She enjoyed her cards, her golf, her family, her
friends and her community. Imperial has lost a real champion. Bob and I will miss
her.
Bob and Jean Greenlee Hurt, Simpsonville, SC

Jean Hurt - August 29, 2016 at 05:53 AM

“

It was a sad moment when I heard of Elsie's death. She was the last of the Lange
siblings and the last of a long connection between the Langs and Mathers. I was very
fond of the Langs and had especially close connections with Elsie and Lottie. But
first, a story about the connection between the two families.
My grandparents, Harvey & Clara Mather, homesteaded 12 miles north of Imperial
where my father, Leroy, and his siblings were raised. Mr & Mrs Lange lived within
about a mile on a farm they were renting. In the spring of the late 1920s, the Langes
moved to Champion valley to a more productive farm. Very soon after the move, Mr.
Lange died very suddenly. There was Mrs. Lang with several young children and the
obligations to farm the land that summer. They asked my father to come and do the
farming for them which he did. He lived with the family and became much like an
older brother. The friendship that developed lasted through all of their lifetimes. While
he was there, my father, a Methodist, attend Immanuel Lutheran Church in
Champion Valley with the Langs. There he met my mother, Selma Bauerle. After the
season's crops were harvested, the Langs moved to Imperial. My parents married
soon after.
The bonds of friendship between the two families lasted for years. And through the
years, I often had the fun of getting to know all of Elsie's siblings, even Kermit and
Roland who lived in other states. It was nice getting better acquainted with Roland
when he returned to Imperial.
When I was a kid, I always looked forward to Mrs Lang's phone call in December
with the message "I have some coffee cake for you folks to pick up next time you're
in town." We always made sure that "next trip to town" came soon. Her coffee cake
was legendary.
During summers of my late high school years and early college years, I worked for
the ASCS office (Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service, local branch of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture) where Lottie and Elsie were also employed. Of
course, I had known them before but we got well acquainted those years. Once I
graduated from NU, it was a rare occasion if I failed to see either of them whenever I

returned to Imperial in succeeding years. The visits frequently included a meal, either
at one of their homes or at a restaurant. Stopping to see Elsie continued up to last
year when my wife and I had the pleasure of visiting with her at the Imperial Manor.
And those visits were in addition to our frequent phone conversations. Lottie, Elsie,
and I often referred to the "Mather cousins" or the "Lang cousins".
Elsie was a lovely lady. Sonja and I will miss her pleasant company, her excellent
insight into complicated issues of the day, and our wonderful visits. May she rest in
peace.
Loys Mather
1544 Cantrill Drive
Lexington, KY 40505
Loys Mather - August 28, 2016 at 08:17 PM

“

I also remember the sheravie as a very young child. There were feathers all over the
house. She was a special family friend who will be missed.

Andrew (Andy) Hoffmeister - August 26, 2016 at 11:47 AM

“

Elsie was one of my favorite persons in Imperial. She was so much fun to be around
and was a real supporter of the library. I remember when she donated the stained
glass window. Elsie, Ron, Lottie and Harold joined us for Christmas dinner two years
in a row, and sometime later took us to a lovely place to eat overlooking Lake
McConaughy.
Mary (and Bill) Murphy

Mary Murphy - August 24, 2016 at 08:39 PM

“

Thank you, she was my great aunt.....I am so sad that I don't have the money to come for
the funeral......she LOVED my 4 year old nephew with all her heart. Imperial lost a founding
member that loved everyone.
Casey - August 27, 2016 at 05:14 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to you all. I always loved Miss Elsie and she made my years
up at Imperial Manor Parkview/Heights very special indeed. She will be greatly
missed.

Brenda Cahow - August 24, 2016 at 07:07 PM

“

Many years ago Elsie and I worked at Einspahr's Drug Store in Imperial. She was so
much fun. I was in High School (1959 graduate) and was always glad when we
worked shifts together. We were good friends over the years and even though I didn't
get home much after leaving Imperial, I often would run into Elsie when I would
return to visit my parents (Mac & Reta McConnell). She was an asset to the
community and I am sure will be missed by many. I have fond memories of Elsie and
will always remember the night we chivaried (sp?) Elsie and John shortly after they
were married. My condolences to the family. Judy McConnell Vitosh_

Judy McConnell Vitosh - August 24, 2016 at 05:59 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies

Bev Anderson - August 23, 2016 at 04:02 PM

