Donald Hewitt
September 27, 1934 - April 4, 2019

DONALD HEWITT
Donald Dewayne Hewitt, of Holyoke, Colo., was born on September 27, 1934, in a sod
house near Culbertson, Nebr. to Clarence and Anna ( Cunningham) Hewitt. He passed
away April 4, 2019 at Haxtun Hospital District, in Haxtun, Colo.
Don grew up with eight siblings, and in a time when hard work was expected and love of
the Lord, country and family was a must. At the early age of 17, he chose to serve his
country by joining the US Army during the Korean Conflict. He served with the 82nd
Airborne as a paratrooper and attained the rank of Sergeant First Class. Four of his
brothers also served in the US Army. He acquired his GED and received an Associates of
Education at NJC.
On July 17, 1980 he married Janice (Buffington) Heldenbrand and a blended family of two
loving parents of seven teenagers began.
Throughout his life, all of his work jobs were service oriented. His first job in Holyoke was
managing the bowling alley when it first opened. Then he worked at Red’s Conoco,
Holyoke Coop and retired from managing the Amherst Co-op Oil station after 21 years of
serving others. During this time he also farmed. After retirement he became a handyman
and enjoyed painting houses.
Donald chose to worship his Lord and Savior at Zion Lutheran Church. He served in many
capacities, as Elder, Sunday School teacher, head usher and many other board positions.
In community service, Don served on the Board of Phillips County Telephone Company,
was a Boy Scout Leader, and had been a member of the Jaycees, Lions Club, Holyoke
Gun Club, Venango American Legion, and Amherst Volunteers Fire Department.
His interest and passions included Holyoke Dragon sports, Husker football, golfing,
bowling, and wood working, but was most passionate of family gatherings. Donald loved
family, and as the head of his own large family, he wore many hats, such as: father,
adoptive father, foster father, step father, father-in-law, grandfather, great grandfather,
great great grandfather, uncle and loving husband. “A good Dad makes your day. A great
Dad makes your whole life.”
Preceding him in death were his parents, brothers Boyd, Harold, Stanley, Gary and
Eugene Hewitt, sister, Sharon Buffington, and brother-in-law Keith Buffington.

Those who celebrate his life include, wife Jan; daughter Tina Kramer and husband Garry
of Holyoke; son Neil Hewitt and wife Jennifer of Dallas, Texas; son Bob Heldenbrand and
wife Brenda of Holyoke; daughter Joene Crocker and husband Steve of Kearney, Nebr.;
daughter Roene Fox and husband Michael of Kearney, Nebr.; son Tod Heldenbrand and
wife Robi of Alliance, Nebr.; son Rob Heldenbrand and wife Jaci of Omaha, Nebr. and
friends who are loved as family, Blaine and Kay Schmidt of Holyoke. Twenty-six
grandchildren, fourteen great grandchildren, and two great great grandchildren. Brothers
Fred Hewitt of North Platte, Nebr.; Nelden Hewitt of Kent, Wash.; brother-in-law Kent
Buffington of Wauneta, Nebr.; sisters-in-law Sylvia Buffington of Lincoln, Nebr.; Charlotte
Hewitt of McCook, Nebr.; Darlene Hewitt of Sterling; many nieces and nephews, and a
host of friends.
Funeral services for Don Hewitt will be held Tuesday morning, April 9th, 2019, 10:00 A.M.
at the Zion Lutheran Church of Holyoke, CO., with Pastor Gary Rahe officiating. Interment
will follow Tuesday afternoon, 3:00P.M. at the Riverside Cemetery, of Wauneta, NE, with
full military honors.
Visitation will be held Monday afternoon, April 8th, 2019, 2:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M. at the Zion
Lutheran Church of Holyoke, CO.
A memorial has been suggested to the Hewitt family for future designation.
Online condolences may be left at liewerfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

Jan, I just read in the Enterprise about Don's passing. I'm so sorry. It brought much
joy to my life when he took care of all those guys at the Co-op in Amherst. I still
remember bringing our little kids to your house on Halloween and how he roared
when he made those kids get scared and then gave them tons of candy!! May the
events of this Holy Week give peace and hope to you and your family. Pastor John
Larson and Marilyn

John Larsom - April 16, 2019 at 10:46 AM

“

Jan,
Our thoughts and prayers are with you. I always remember Don playing boats with
the boys in the hot tub! Take comfort in all your wonderful memories.
Jim and Dorinda

Dorinda - April 15, 2019 at 08:48 PM

“

My sympathy to the family of Donald Hewitt on his passing. Cherish your memories
of Donald and may God grant you peace and understanding in this time grief.
Greg Werner

Greg Werner - April 09, 2019 at 05:40 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Rob Heldenbrand - April 09, 2019 at 08:05 AM

“

Oh the long standing rivalry that we had about your beloved team. We sure got a lot
of miles and laughs out of the story about the time I waited for weeks for an evening
that you and Jan would turn in early so I could sneak over and return a prank on you.
You continuously kept pointing out that we were lucky that every time we looked over
your way we saw your beautiful yard decorations, and you would so proudly point out

your large planter that displayed a red N. Well the time finally came, I saw my
opportunity one night as it was dark in the Hewitt household (and I was still awake)
that I creeped over and turned your big flower tin around so that the N would be
facing your house. Now I made sure to have Blaine watch out in case there became
movement in the house he could give me the code sign and I could get out of there.
So proud of my success I was sneaking back across the street and Blaine was
giggling with laughter. I encouraged him to remain silent as I wasn't in the safety
zone yet. As I turned around to relish in my accomplishment it was then I found the
source of Blaine's laughter. There was another rather Larger and brighter "N" on the
other side of the planter. Will miss those pranks buddy. RIP
Kay Schmidt - April 06, 2019 at 06:51 AM

